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Plain or Sear ated: The blada of the Combative Edge i1
B qround fron Ne%o and Tungsten DLC coated. Ftis
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Both the pocket clip and the overtravel
stop are attached via four stout Torx-head
screws—a nice touch that keeps the clip
Very secura.

Initial Impressions

The first thing | did with the M1 was evalu-
ate the engagement of the lock mechanism
after different types of openings. Locks will
typically seat well when a knife is opened
briskly, but to me, the true testis lock en-
gagement after a sdow opening. When
opened slowly, there is no extra blade in-
ertia to help the lock *seat” It sither works
orit doasn't.

The M1's lock clicked into place with a
nice deep engagement despite a dead-
sow opening. A few moderate spine
whacks confirmed that it was determined
to stay there, just like it should, High-speed
openingswith the thumb studs, flipper, and
gooad old inertia all produced solid lock-ups
with no excessive galling or binding.

The handle profile of the M1 is nicely ta-
pered to fit the natural shape of the hand.
Its generous length provides plenty to
hang onto—even with large hands—and
offers a substantial punyo (butth for impact
strikes. Although the balance point of the
knife is centerad along its overall length,
the lightweight handle construction and
beafy blade thickness give it a slightly
blade-heavy feel.

The only challenge | faced in handling
the M1 came while practicing high-speed
draws and thumb openings. Like all frame
locks, the fact that the lock bar is not cov-
ered by a handle slab makes it possible to
squeeze it with your Angertips while at-
tempting a thumb opening. This pressure
forces the detent ball into the blade and
holds it closed, stalling the opening. With
wvery little practice, | was able to adjust my
grip to avoid binding the lock while still
maintaining solid control over the knife
during the opening, To be fair, | have ex-
perienced this issue with other frame-lock
knives in the past. Again, a little bit of win-
ing of my grip sclved the problem.

Ifyouare a"fipper” fan you'll find that the
W15 well-designed flipper and significant
blade mass combine toyield a very positive
opening option. The Mipper also servesas a
very functional guard and is devoid of any
sharp edges or unnecessary texturing.

Releasing the lock on the M1 was easily
accomplished, but—like any good defen-
sive knife—not too easily accomplished,
On my samples, the contours of the lodk
release and the adjacent G-10 scales are
nearly flush. According to Walker, this has
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already been corected to make them
completely flush. This often overlooked
detail confirms Walker's commitment to
producing a true combat-worthy knife,
Many liner locks and frame locks have
generous cutouts on the handle slab
opposite the lock. In a fight, the index
finger bears against the lock when the
knife is gripped tightly and can possibly
release the lock unintentionally. That
won't happen with the M1.

Cutting and Puncturing

Clearly, the overall designand ergononr
ics of the M1 are sound, but the true
measure of any tactical knife isits actual
cutting {and puncturing) performance.
I'll save you the suspense; the M1 per-
forms justasit should.

Thanks to its excellent edge geome-
try, the M1 cuts extremely well. Against
foam test targets covered with denim,
the M1 produced deep cuts—exactly
the kind that would have telling effect
in a defensive situation. It also per-
formed very well in thrusting tests on
a foam mannequin torso, penetrating
deeply and allowing excellent control of
impact shock.

The handle ergonomics of the M1 also

This close-up shows how the overtravel tab of the dipacts
as astop for the frame lodk.

The M1 performed very well on utility chares, induding
extensive cutting on abrasive carpeting.

shined during my tests. [ts flat profile al-
lowed easy edge orientation and | found
no "hot spots” during hard-contact cuts
and thrusts. Since Pekiti practitioners
are also known to be fond of reverse-
edge tactics (gripping the knife with the
cutting edge facing toward the user), |
also gave those a try with the M1, Once
again, the results were excellent.

I also tested the M1 through a vari-
ety of more “mundane” cutting chores,
including repeated cuts on rope, card-
board, and carpeting. According to my
research, Bohler's ordinary N690 steel is
basically the equivalent of 440C The M1's
NeMCo steel, which is made in Bohler's
Austrian facility, adds cobalt to the alloy
mix, which generally increases the steel's
hardness and strength and allows higher
quenching temperatures, It also acts as a
catalyst to enhance the benefits of other
alloys in the steel. Although | am not a
*steel geek.’ | found the M1 performance
noticeably better than the 440C blades I've
used. Once | managed to getit dull, it was
no problem bringing the edge back to life
wilth a few minutes of effort on a Spyderco
Sharpmaker. The slight recurve in the edge
profile of the M1 pretty much requires a
rod-style sharpener, but | don't consider
that an issue at all.

The substantlal construction of the M1's frame lock and
solid backstrap Is cearly evident here,

Combative Edge is off to an excellent
start with the M1. Itis a substantial, well-
executed folding knife with excellent po-
tential as both a tool and a defensive weap-
on. With a target suggested retail price of
S170, it represents an excellent value as
well. For the record, Walker plans to offera
matching training knife for it and all future
Combative Edge designs. Serious tools and
a serious commitment to training; sounds
like a recipe for success to me, T™®
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